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During this tenth anniversary 
year of his elevation to the 
Cardinalate, Catholic Life re. 
spectfully salutes this American 
Dean of Cardinals and friend of 
the PIME Missionaries of Ss. 
Peter and Paul, the Archbishop 
of Detroit, Edward Cardinal 
Mooney. 

We are especially interested 
in paying our respects to His § 
Eminence on this occasion since 
it coincides with another anni- 
versary. Just thirty years ago 
he was named Apostolic Dele. 
gate to India. Five years in that 
position coupled with three more 
as Apostolic Delegate to Japan 
have made him particularly 
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aware of and sympathetic to the 
problems and difficulties of the 
missionary in Asia. 

The PIME Missionaries have 
greatly benefited from the gener- 


ASTERISK 


to our priests: when I visited the 
missions staffed by the PIME 
Missionaries of Ss. Peter and 
Paul, I marveled that they could 
do so much good with such mea- 


Ss. | osity of His Eminence since with- ger material means and be so 
hop | out his encouragement and good cheerful in the midst of such 
nal | assistance we would not be here great poverty.” 

in the U.S. today. Visiting our For this and other evidence of 
sted | PIME missions in India while his fatherly interest in us, most 
His 5 Apostolic Delegate to that land, of all, his kind invitation to 
nce | the Cardinal had graciously ex- establish our Society here in the 
nni- | pressed his enthusiasm for the U.S., we are grateful. And dur- 
ago | work accomplished by members ing this tenth anniversary year 
ele. | of our Society there. Recently of his elevation to the Cardinal- 
that | he recalled his earlier impres- ate, we and our friends sincerely 
nore # sions and wrote: pray that he and his good works 
pan “I do not mind repeating here may prosper and be blessed from 











what I have often stated publicly 
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above for many years to come. 
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IF YOU NEED 


A REAL CAR 


YOU NEED 


eS A Le 
CHEVROLET! 


Choose yours from 19 frisky new models — all with 
new higher horsepower ranging up to 205. 


To take one out for a spin borrow the key 
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Emmert Chevrolet 
20000 Grand River 
Detroit, Michigan 








By the inventor of the FLATFISH 


It’s new 
It’s original 


FISH CAKE 


DETROIT 7 MICHIGAN 





in twelve colors 
the fish lure that catches top water strikers 
all through the day. 
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Casting sizes $1.50 
Spinning sizes $1.35 


| nonufactured exclusively by HELIN TACKLE COMPANY 
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' ON MAY 26th, 1956, banners 
be flying in all the PIME 
tenters in the U. S. It will be 
great day for us Missionaries 
Ss. Peter and Paul, for it will 
ork an important milestone in 
growth of our Society in this 
puntry. In short, it will be re- 
mbered as the date of the 
PIME ordination here. 

On that day the generosity 
gid solicitude of Bishop Ready 

Columbus to the Missionaries 

Ss. Peter and Paul will reap 

ir first great harvest when 

PIME Seminarians will 

end the altar of the Joseph- 

inum in Columbus to be or- 

fined priests by the Apostolic 

Delegate, His Excellency, Arch- 
bishop Amleto Cicognani. 

It will be a great day for oth- 
ets too who helped bring about 
this solemn occasion in the lives 
of Harry Paleari, Eugene Gius- 

mi and Alfred Ferronato. In- 

ed no small amount of grati- 
lide is also due to enterprising 
Wadies of the auxiliary PIME 
tilds of Columbus who have 
sacrificed much time and effort 

faise funds for the education of 
new priests. Father Paleari 
say his first Mass at St. 
the Baptist’s, our Italian 

h Church in Columbus and 
tther Giussani will celebrate 
at the Immaculate Concep- 

a Church, in whose parish our 

Mporary Columbus Seminary 

farters are located. 
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Three young men whose names will go down 
in the U.S. Annals of PIME, Fathers Harry 
Paleari, Alfred Ferronato and Eugene Gius- 
sani as the first PIME priests to be ordained 
in America. 


Our third young padre, Alfred 
Ferronato, will come to Detroit 
to say his first Mass at our San 
Francesco church on Brewster 
St. In the congregation on that 
joyous day will be Father Al- 
fred’'s generous sponsors, one 
in particular, who contributed 
heavily to the burse which 
financed his studies for the 
priesthood. 

Shortly following their ordi- 


nation, the three will return for’ 


a brief visit with their families 
in Italy and then after tempo- 
rary assignments at our new 
Seminary at Newark, Ohio, they 
will begin their Missionary ca- 
reers in the PIME Mission out- 
posts overseas. 


Other PIME Seminarians still waiting for the 
great day when they, too, will be ordained 
discuss the plans of the new priests at our 
temporary Seminary quarters in Columbus. 
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70,000 Burmese Catholics gathered 
capital, Rangoon, to mark the 100th 


. - versary of the coming of Christianity 
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IN BURMA 


by Gerre Jaroch 


IN THE SPRING OF 1868, a 
small band of PIME Missionaries 
landed at Rangoon, the capital 
of Burma, on their way to take 
over the Vicariate of Upper or 
Northern Burma newly assigned 
them by Bishop Bigandet. They 
were few, they were poor, the 
task of converting the peoples 
of that vast stretch of land 
seemed insuperable. 

Earlier this year, another 
group of PIME Missionaries re- 
turned to that capital of Ran- 
goon. How different the recep- 
tion given them from that which 
greeted the first PIME pioneers 
to northern Burma. On this visit, 
the PIME Fathers were accom- 
panied by thousands of their 
own Christian converts to par- 
ticipate in the greatest demon- 
stration of the Christian Faith 
that Burma has ever seen, that 
country’s first Eucharistic Con- 
gress. 

A National Eucharistic Con- 
gress in a predominantly Budd- 
hist state presents many deli- 
cate problems so that one year 
of preparation was needed to 
properly arrange it. Mission- 
aries and Catholics from every 
corner of Burma had been in- 
vited and plans were made long 
in advance to overcome trans- 
portation difficulties that were 
bound to arise in this land of 
jungles and mountains. 

Approximately one half of the 
whole Catholic population had 
convened at Rangoon for the 
glorious occasion, i.e. about 70,- 


000 out of a total of 160,000. 
11 
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1300 PIME Karen Christians journeyed from 
their homes in the north to attend. 
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Pilgrims kneel to adore the Eucharist beside 
the obelisk commemorating Burma's inde- 
pendence. 


Benediction given from the balcony of 
Rangoon's City Hall. 


Burma's Premier, U Nu-~ (center), arrives at 
@ civic reception during the Congress with 
the Apostolic Delegate (left) and the Arch- 


bishop of Rangoon (right). 


The Missionaries of Ss. Peter 
and Paul, with their thousands 
of Catholics, formed a substan- 
tial part of this gathering to 
demonstrate in a concrete way 
the fruits derived from the mar- 
tyrdom of five from their Society 
within the past four years. 
The three-day event was held 
) in celebration of the 100th anni- 
pversary of the arrival of Bishop 
peigandet in Burma. It was this 
Sfemarkably humble man who 
put Christianity on a firm basis 
Pm that country. 
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When Bishop Bigandet died in 
1893, Catholics numbered 35,- 
000. Today, 62 years later, they 
number 160,000 out of a total 
population of 18,000,000. 

On February 5, as part of the 
Congress, 70,000 persons, com- 
ing from every part of Burma 
and speaking every known 
tongue, paraded in colorful 
pageantry into Rangoon’s city 
square. With touching simplic- 
ity they participated fervently 
in Benediction as a fitting cli- 
max in what was a red-letter 
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day in the annals of the Cath- 
olic Church in Burma. “To be 
present at this ceremony was to 
be part of an _ unforgettable 
scene,” stated “The Nation,” 
Rangoorf daily newspaper. 

His Eminence Valerian Cardi- 
nal Gracias, the Papal Legate, 
explained in his address to 
the assemblage why Pope Pius 
XII is universally esteemed. 
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“What has chiefly impressed the 
world,’ he said, “are his keen 
desire for peace and his readi- 
ness to exercise his moral in- 
fluence to that end .. .” 
Emphasizing that a Eucharis- 
tic Congress is purely a reli- 
gious event, Cardinal Gracias 
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pointed out that “By our mani- 
festation of faith and piety, we 
declare to our fellow-men that 
more things are wrought by 
prayer than the world dreams 
of. . . . By our emphasis on 
moral principles governing life, 
we profess to save the very 
foundation of life. For, not in 
the branches of a tree, but in 
its roots do force and power 
reside.” 

He also stated that the Cath- 
olic Church does not and cannot 
belong exclusively to any par- 
ticular people, or to one people 
more than to another, but to all 
equally. 

He then praised Burma for its 
acceptance of Catholicism say- 
ing “. . . Burma has already felt 
the breath of the Galilean and 
it has warmed her ancient 
heart.” 

Prime Minister U Nu, in his 
speech to the Congress, praised 
the Roman Catholic Church in 
Burma in three respects. He de- 
clared it is loyal to the Union, 
it never dabbles in politics, 
either directly or indirectly, and 
it is continually espousing the 
cause of national solidarity. 

“The Catholic community in 
Burma,” he said, “is a model 
community, whose loyalty to the 
country remained constant and 
unimpaired even in the darkest 
days of the insurrection when 
the fate of the Union hung in 
the balance.” 

He concluded by congratulat- 
ing the Church “on its signifi- 
cant contribution, not only to 
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the cause of peace and national 
solidarity, but also to the cause 
of education and social wel- 
fare.” 

Laity as well as religious 
Catholics have found tolerance 
and good will from the people 
and the government in spite of 
the fact that Burma is predomi- 
nantly Buddhist. Although the 
Church is still numerically mod- 
est, it is second to none in rec- 
titude and civic sense. 

May the next 100 years see 
an even greater flourishing of 
the Catholic Faithful of Burma. 
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These prim young misses of Ngo tribe had been discussing 
with PIME's Bishop of the Jungles in northern Burma, 
BISHOP GUERCILENA, the possibility of journeying with 
him, other Burmese Catholic pilgrims and his staff of 
PIME Missionaries to the Eucharistic Congress to be held 
in Rangoon. Realizing that their parents would not even 
consider giving their consent to such an arduous journey 


for their pretty little offspring, the good Bishop had tm 
say 00. 
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LEADERS OF TOMORROW ! 


Their lives will be dedicated to building the Kingdom of God 


on earth and in the farflung corners of our globe they will establish 
the true basis of harmony, Christianity, that will bind tomorrow's 
world. 


But their hopes and faith in the future needs encouragement 
today. And the greatest encouragement is your support in assisting 
them in gaining the necessary education for their great tasks ahead. 

Burse funds have been established by the Missionaries of Ss. 
Peter and Paul to relieve qualified and worthy young men of finan- 
cial worry during their arduous studies and preparation for the 
Missionary priesthood. 

Will you buy a stake in their illustrious futures by adding your 
mite or million to one of these burses? 

If so, fill out the coupon below and send it to us today. 
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sing 
: MISSIONARIES OF SS. PETER & PAUL 

h 121 East Boston Boulevard 

f Detroit 2, Michigan | 

helA _ Dear Fathers: 

even § 

racy & Enclosed is a gift of $_._.....~__—‘ towards a burse fund to 

ad to help defray the expenses of education and preparation of some worthy 


young PIME Seminarian who hopes some day to dedicate himself as a 
priest of God in the Missions. 
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OF ALL OUR NEIGHBORS 
; th of the border, Brazil is the 
“Only one discovered, explored 
gnd settled by the Portuguese. 
arly colonizers from the tiny 
but powerful sea-faring state of 
* Portugal encouraged the growth 
» of Christianity to such an ex- 
tent in their vast sprawling col- 
onywthat Brazil is known as a 
Gatholic state today. 
"Bo deep are the roots of 
tholicism in the social fab- 
Fic of the country that as PIME’s 
Bishop Balconi recalls, one Bra- 
/zilian at least could comment, 
‘Thank God, I am an atheist.” 
But we cannot dismiss the cur- 
rent religious needs of Brazil as 
being of small consequence 
since even atheists there some- 
how believe in God. To fully 
appreciate these needs we must 
consider briefly developments 
other than religious with which 
that country is at present greatly 
concerned. 








olics in the Un yy Y 
having had simila expeMence 
can appreciate 

























THE NEEDS( 


The second of the ABC (Ar. 
gentina, Brazil, Chile) top pow- 
er triumvirate of South America, 
Brazil is still a growing coun- 
try and as such its importance 
politically, not only in the Pan- 
American but world family of 
nations is becoming increasing- 
ly obvious day by day. This is 
without doubt due to the fever- 
ish activity taking place within 
its borders to make the land a 
working single unit. The first 
step in this drive is the great 
effort being extended to estab- 
lish efficient communications 
and transportation systems be- 
tween the far-flung provinces in 
which the fabulous wealth of 
natural resources and fertility of 
millions of acres of still virgin 
soil is only now being cata- 
logued for exploitation by a re- 
vitalized industry. New blood in 
the form of immigrants and refu- 
gees is beginning to trickle in 

beng these riches to the ma- 
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terial good and development of 
the new “Colossus of the 
South.” 

As a new “melting pot” of 
peoples from the four corners of 
the glohe, Brazil is duplicating 
the pattern of growth in our own 
U. S. during the “pioneer era,” 
when we were trying to inte- 
grate the great tracts of lands 
and resources West of the Mis- 
sissippi into our national system. 

Big is a small word to describe 
Brazil. But one look at the 
world map shows that it rivals 
the total area of Europe or that 
of China and Manchuria com- 
bined. To call it a land of great 
promise would describe it bet- 
ter. Despite its bigness however, 
Brazil has only a population of 
52 million, which is concentrated 
in the coastal cities and only 
thinly spread out in the varie- 
gated inland terrain. 

Obvious therefore, is the need 


for the missionary in Brazil. , 


Othe clergyshere, Brazilian and 


by Jim Fox 


That land is so large that its” 
native clergy alone is unpre- 
pared to cope with the religious © 
needs that are bound to arise as | 
a result of the national expan-¥ 
sion currently taking place. 

Remembering the experience © 
of the Catholic Church in this @ 
country during its period of ex- — 
pansion, we American Catholics 
are prepared to sympathize with 
the Brazilian Catholics in their 
problem of cultivating vocations 
to the priesthood and religious 
life. It has been said that only 
one-half of the priests in Brazil 
are native born. Can it be that 
Brazilians, too, can not expect 
to have sufficient numbers of 
native clergy for their religious 
needs until the material (eco- 
nomic, industrial, social) organ- 
ization of the land has been 
achieved? 

Meanwhile, as this material 
organization of Brazil proceeds, 


Bishop Pirovano, PIME, and his cathedral at 
Macapa, a rural Brazilian city, at the mouth 
of the Amazon River. 


foreign, are helping it along 
through their great network of 
Churches, schools, parishes and 
medical centers. And in the 
numberless people contacted 
through their network, a com- 
mon foundation of Catholicism 
for the nation is being laid. 
While statistics - wise, Brazil is 
listed as 96% Catholic, this high 
percentage must be qualified. 
For every Catholic well 
grounded in the Faith, there are 
many whose only contact with 
the Church is had at the time 
of their Baptism. For a great 
portion of Catholics in Brazil this 
one contact will have to be ex- 
panded into a more frequent re- 
ception of the Sacraments, at- 


tendance at Mass, regular school 
education, parish activities, etc. 
Only when that great portion of 
Brazilians have been so ex- 
posed to the fullness of the 
Church's great message will 
Brazil have the qualified nation 
builders that it so desperately 
needs today. 

Assisting in this tremendous 
task are about 100 PIME Mis- 
sionaries of Ss. Peter and Paul. % 
Besides manning two complete 
Dioceses on the Amazon river, 
they also staff fourteen parishes 
in and about the cities of Parana 
and Sao Paolo where the num- 
ber of Catholics brought back to 
the practice of the sacraments is 
counted by the thousands. 
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Bishop Pirovano, PIME, standing in front of 
another building which will be a center of 
services for his Brazilian flock. 
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Macapa, too, recently celebrated its first 
Eucharistic Congress. 


Children did their part in paying homage to 
the Blessed Sacrament. 


The men, too, received communion en masse 
as their token of respect. 
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Yes, the Chapel is missing in our plans for the Ss. Peter & Paul 
Se ninary to be built in Newark, Ohio. Sad to say, more@wer, it s 
'@ matter of choice. 
ty? Sitmply because the project of planning for the erection of 
ust the four wall§whas been enough to occupy us up to now. We 
cs} had the opportunity to even consider the interior of - 
| Proposed structure or its furnishings at all. 
_Of course, we must confess too that funds haven't been availabl 
to encgurage consideration. And that's chiefly the reason explain 
| ing our inability to prepare a fitting abode for the Blessed Sacrament 
— the source of all life for our PIME Seminarians prepa for 
| Mission assigninents overseas. j 
W¥ou, dear reader, may or may not know that all benefactons assist- 
ing..inthe construction of our Seminary will have thei=t names ~ 
Minseribed in a donors’ book and that their intentions will b¥ remem- 
1 4 daily in the prayers of out Seminarians‘even after 0 
; 


_ may have forgotten. Those prompted to contribute te our 

pel Fund will have the added satisfaction of knowing that they 

hh d provide fitting quarters for Our Lord Himself in the Blessed 

“You've en been a guest in Our Lord’s house: why not help build 
mother that he might be a guest of yours. 
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IARIES OF SS. PETER & PAUL 
Boulevard 
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The devotion to the Bogoroditza, 
which, in Russian, means “She who 
gave birth to God," came to its 
vastness, it is said, in the heart of a 
beautiful Russian princess, St. Olga, 
who, in the ninth century, journeyed 
far across the sea to the golden city 
of Constantinople-by-the-Bosphorus 
to be baptized. 

Be that as it may. One thing 
is certain. When the Bogoroditza 
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came, with her Son, His Father, 
her Spouse, she came to stay, 
to rule the Russian hearts unto 
end of time. Many are the ¢ 
tries that have been officially ¢ 
cated to her; but only in Russia 
all the people made her their 
own mother, dedicating 
to her. 

One of the many litanies 
to her is as follows: 
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TILL FOR MARY 


“Hail Mary, mother of God, virgin and mother, 
morning star, perfect vessel. 


“Hail Mary, mother of God, holy temple in which 
God Himself was conceived. 


“Hail Mary, mother of God, chaste and pure dove. 


“Hail Mary, mother of God, ever effulgent light; 
from whom proceedeth the Sun of Justice. 


“Hail Mary, mother of God, who didst enclose in thy 
sacred womb the One who cannot be encompassed. 


“Hail Mary, mother of God. With the shepherds we 
sing the praises of God; and with the angels, the 
song of thanksgiving: Glory to God in the highest 
and peace on earth to men of good will. 


“Hail Mary, mother of God, through thee came to us 
the Conqueror, the triumphant Vanquisher of hell. 


“Hail Mary, mother of God, through thee blossoms 
the splendor of the Resurrection. 


“Hail Mary, mother of God; thou hast saved every 
faithful Christian. 


“Hail Mary, mother of God; who can praise thee 
worthily, O blessed, O glorious Virgin Mary?” 


To each of these invocations the answer is: “We 
salute thee, mother of God!” 


from “Russian Yesterdays” by 
Catherine De Hueck 
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On the face of the widow Hsiu there was 
reverence but on that of the Chinese 
Communist soldier only contempt 


THERE IS an old Chinese 
proverb that says one picture is 
worth a thousand words. And 
in a way Our Lord affirmed the 
truth of this adage when He told 
St. Margaret Mary, “I will bless 
abundantly those places where 
the image of My Sacred Heart 
is exposed and honored.” Tru- 
ly, the picture of the Sacred 
Heart, when it is exposed and 
honored, can teach us more of 
Christ's love for us than volumes 
of words, written or spoken. 

So it was with the widow Hsiu 
who had been brought to the 
PIME hospital in Anyang of 
Honan province, China. Poor, 
pagan and illiterate, she knew 
nothing of Catholic devotion, 
but in the room where she lay 
suffering there hung a picture 
of the Sacred Heart. Though she 
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could not understand the mean- 


ing of the picture, despite the 
many explanations of the Sis- 
ter-nurses, she was at first im- 
pressed, then interested and 
finally fascinated by it. During 
the long hours when she was 
alone, her eyes were constantly 
fixed on the picture and she 
tried again and again to com- 
prehend its profound mystery. 
At last, one night, after the 
Sisters had made their final 
rounds, the widow Hsiu rose 
from her bed to take the picture 
from the wall. She hid it under 
her pillow and went back to 
bed. Soon she was fast asleep 
and when she awoke the fol- 
lowing mornifg she claimed 
that she had slept better than 
ever before. Furthermore, the 
good woman pronounced that 
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by J. B. Boracco, PIME 








all her pain was gone and that 
she was now well and healthy. 
No one could dissuade her from 
her decision to return home and 
in no time she was on her way. 
Home was not far from my 
parish compound at Hung Ho 
Tuen and soon the widow Hsiu 
was visiting me to tell her 
story. Solemnly she asked for 
another picture similar to the 
one that hung on the wall of my 
little reception room which was 
the same as the one she had 
seen in the hospital. Gladly I 
presented her with a copy. . 
Little did I realize it then but 
with this presentation began a 
chain of conversions that pos- 
sibly has not ended yet. Widow 
Hsiu had a son who was a col- 
lege student. She had so im- 
pressed him with her stc.y that 
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he decided to see me to discuss 
the picture and religion in gen- 
eral. He borrowed books and 
after reading these I gave him 
all the explanations and instruc- 
tions that he needed. Every- 
thing that this lad learned from 
me he immediately taught his 
mother and in a few months 
both were ready for Baptism. 
Through the influence of these 
two zealous converts, twenty 
families were later baptised into 
the Faith. Had not the Com- 
munists come, the entire village 
might have been converted. 

What a difference could be 
seen in the face of the widow 
Hsiu and that of the Communist 
gendarme who entered my par- 
ish compound to put me under 
house arrest. While the first 
gazed in wonder and respect at 
the picture of the Sacred Heart, 
the other, filled with hate, point- 
ed to it and snarled, ‘We don’t 
need Him: Mao Tze Tung (the 
Chinese Communist leader) is 
our lord and savior.” 

Years have passed since that 
incident but, as I recall it and 
ponder that insulting boast, I 
can only wonder if the soldier's 
faith in Mao is as storng as it 
was then. As for the widow 
Hsiu and her fellow converts, 
devoted as they were to the 
Sacred Heart, I am sure that 
they have not lost theirs. Who 
knows, perhaps by this time, 
they through their fervent pray- 
ers have already won the poor 
soldier to a greater allegiance 
and love of Christ. 
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Her hut was part of the devil’s domain 
and her neighbors could no longer pity: 


they feared the diseased 


by D. Vaglio, PIME 
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“BEMVINDA” is a Portugues 
name meaning the ‘welcomed 
one.” But in this case it was 
certainly a misnomer. No one 
could have been more unwé- 
comed than the unfortunate Bre 
zilian woman who bore they 
name. Confined to her unkempl§ 
and dreary hut, Bemvinda hag 
been all but ostracized from vik§” 
lage life of the isolated 
munity in the jungle borderingg 
the Amazon. Bemvinda was @§ 
leper. 

When neighbors saw me 
proaching her hut they cat 
tioned, “It is better that you dom 
not go in there padre; neithe.; 
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Bemvinda nor her husband are 
Christian." Remembering that 
“it is those that are sick, not 
those who are in health who are 
in need of the physician,” their 
advice notwithstanding, I knock- 
ed at the door. 

Some time was spent await- 
ing before Bemvinda’s husband 
answered. Kindly he explained 
that Bemvinda was too ill to see 
me and that besides a visit with 
her would do no good. Both he 
and his wife were spiritists. 

Suddenly the situation became 
quite clear — they were resort- 
ing to spiritism as a means of re- 
lief from the physical torment 
endured and suffered by the un- 
happy Bemvinda. While sophis- 
ticated folk would indulge in the 
occult and study the same in the 
degenerate texts penned by Hal- 
len Kardec, this poor, primitive 
and ignorant couple had derived 
their rites of sorcery from voo- 
doo cults of Africa. 

The weird and spine-tingling 
incantations conjuring diaboli- 
cal spirits had terrified Bemvin- 
da's neighbors. And with good 
feason. Her hut had become 
part of the devil's domain. In’ 

|their simple way they recog- 
“nized the danger signals and 


} heeded them. Small wonder that 
ey they would have nothing to do 


} with her. But as often as I 

“passed this wretched hut, my 

q thoughts were invariably the 

"a tame: There is the kingdom of 

oe ‘Satan, but what can I do to 

Match these poor souls from the 
itches of the devil? 


MAY-JUNE 1956 


One Sunday, shortly after my 
first interview, I was passing 
the humble quarters of Bem- 
vinda and her husband. There 
was a small crowd milling about 
it and I felt constrained to halt 
my journey to a nearby com- 
munity to say my second Sun- 
day Mass. Had Bemvinda won 
so many devotees to her cult? I 
had to find out, and asked those 
gathered around just what had 
happened. 

Tragedy had struck. During 
the night death had unexpected- 
ly claimed her husband even as 
Bemvinda lay gasping out her 
last breath. I immediately sent 
a messenger into the sick wo- 
man asking if I might arrange to 
have her sent to a hospital. The 
messenger soon beckoned me to 
come inside. Pitifully, she lay 
alone mid the windowless in- 
terior in complete darkness. 
“Father,” she whispered, “I 
want to make my confession.” 
But she remained hiding her dis- 
figured face under the covers. 

A short while and her seul had 
been cleansed of the evil done 
in the past. She received the 
Blessed Sacrament and again 
retreated behind the covers. One 
could hardly blame the poor 
woman if she wished that she 
could be rid of the curse of lep- 
rosy in as short a time as it took 
to be rid of the misdeeds of the 
past. But what was more im- 
portant was that Bemvinda the 
sorceress, Bemvinda the leper, 
had been finally reconciled with 
her God. 
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We'd like to tell more of them if we could 
but let’s say this is our first 


STORY of a HAPPY CHEC| 
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The handsome structure has attracted many 
to inquire into the meaning of Christianity. 





THREE YEARS AGO, one 
modest donor in answer to an 
appeal by the Missionaries of Ss. 
Peter and Paul presented a 
check for $3,000. The donor 
made two requests, the first be- 
ing that the money be used to 
help the missions and second 
that the name of the donor be 
kept secret. 

Both requests have been ful- 
filled but we'd like to tell you 
what Mr. Anonymous’ check has 


done in the PIME Mission of 
Warangal, (one part of the 
recently subdivided diocese of 
Hyderabad, India) and now an 
independent diocese under the 
direction of Bishop Alphonsus 
Beretta, PIME. In need of a Ca- 
thedral himself, Bishop Beretta 
was the happy recipient of Mr. 
Anonymous’ check. But instead 
of using the money for his own 
needs, the good Bishop decided 
those of his fellow PIME Mis- 
sioner, plucky Father Pino, were 
more urgent. Father Pino was 
just then starting a new mission 
station at Mirialaguda in Hy- 
derabad state. 

The check was then put to 
work on Father Pino’s Church 
in 1954. But monsoons delayed 
completion of the structure until 
1955. The new house of God 
was solemnly blessed in March 
of this year. Designed by Broth- 
er John, PIME, it was construct- 
ed under the supervision of Fa- 
ther Pino with labor supplied by 
parishioners. The handsome edi- 
fice has created quite a stir in 
the Mirialaguda environs and it 
has stimulated much interest in 
Christianity and Catholicism in 
particular. How much genuine 
interest it has brought about is 
indicated by the fact that on the 
day of the Church’s consecra- 
tion 200 converts were baptised. 

Happy must be the little 
check that was instrumental in 
bringing about such good. Hap- 
py too must be the heart of Mr. 
Anonymous which prompted its 
giving. 
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Bishop Beretta, PIME 
at Mirialaguda. 





The statue of Our lad 


Y stands high over the 
main altar of the ne 


w Church beckoning all 


to learn more of the love of her Son. 


Crowds swarmed to 
and for man 
Christianity, 


the dedication service 
y it was their first contact with 





The supplier “done us wrong” 
consequently 


ON THE HEELS of the rice 
harvest, one of my Indian assist- 
ants at our St. Joseph's orphan- 
age and myself set out for the 
village market place to negoti- 
ate the purchase of 150 bags of 
rice. We found a supplier whom 
we thought we could trust and 
were happy that we would soon 
have grain enough in our store 
rooms to keep the stomachs of 
our 250 youngsters filled for 
some time to come. We paid 
cash thereby expecting prompt 
delivery of a better quality of 
rice. The deal closed, off we 
went to another part of the vil- 
lage to take care of other busi- 
ness. 

On the day following, bright 
and early, ouf supplier arrived 
at the orphanage with his ox- 
drawn cart loaded with fifty 
bags of rice. And on the day 
after that he came with another 
forty. We thought it strange 
that the second load was ten 
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bags less than the day before, 
but there seemed to be no rea- 
son to argue the point. Our sup- 
plier seemed reliable enough. A 
third and fourth day however 
passed and he did not appear. 
On the fifth day we were really 
worried that the rest of our rice 
had not been delivered. I de- 
cided to go into the village 
again to find out why. 

Searching through the mar 
ket place, our supplier was no- 
where to be found. At long last, 
a fellow tradesman admitted 
that the scoundrel had “skipped 
town” as the saying goes and 
I could only see my poor or- 
phans “holding the bag’ — siz- 
ty empty ones to be exact. 
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The ninety bags of rice re- 
ceived are quickly being emp- 
tied too. We are praying that 
the supplier may be found and 
shamed into carrying out the 
test of his bargain, but until 
that happens do you know of 
some benefactor who might be 
willing to help feed 250 hungry 
orphans? 

Fr. Redealli, PIME 

St. Joseph's Orphanage 
Gunadala, S. India 
Krishna District 





He placed his life 


and received the glorious re- 
ward of martyrdom. 


READ this gripping account of 
the saga of one of the Apostles’ 
successors in China 


by ELIO GASPERETTI 


COMPARE his experiences with 
those of Missionaries who suf- 
fered and have been exiled 
from China recently. 


SEND for your copy today! 
50¢ 


Missionaries of Ss. Peter & Paul 3 
121 East Boston Boulevard 
Detroit 2, Michigan 
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WE 


NEED 
OU ! 


Yes, we need you for the harvest of souls awaiting 
Baptism and the blessings of Christianity in my country, simply 
because we are so many and the laborers and harvesters are 
so few. 

If you feel drawn to the Missionary Priesthood or Brother- 
hood, why not consider joining the ranks of the Missionaries of 
Ss. Peter and Paul who form one of the oldest Mission sending 
Societies of the Church and who have been working so courage- 
ously in my country for more than one hundred years. 

For more information write: 


VOCATIONS DIRECTOR, Missionaries of Ss. Peter and Paul 
121 East Boston Boulevard Detroit 2, Michigan 








